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As I reflect on this passage from Ecclesiastes, I think of all the times Wade and I have 
moved to a new location to share in ministry with new people. These are definitely new 
seasons in all of our lives. And with all things that are new it can be scary or it can be 
rewarding depending on how we focus our energy.   

My desire, as your new pastor, is to get to know each of you, learn the hopes and dreams 
of the churches and also the communities that we live within. John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, once said, “The world is your parish!” to which we are all called to share 
Jesus with the world near and far. (You will see my tag line and understand it better now.) 

To do this, I need each of you to help me. Everyone reading this message has been in this 
area longer than me so everyone has something that they can share with me to help my 
knowledge grow. I am aware of some things that the churches do as well as the 
communities but not everything so help me learn. This is a time to build up and embrace 
each other and what we are doing in the name of our Lord and Savior.   

I will be offering some listening tours, time when we can get together in small groups so I 
can get to know each of you and also your hopes and dreams for Manor and Trinity 
churches. You will be receiving more about this in a letter soon. But aside from these 
opportunities, I encourage you to contact me and set up an individual time to meet if you 
wish as well. (Some people do not like one on ones, so we are having the listening tours to 
have a small group gathered at a time.) 

My theology is quite simple, but it is not always easy to follow every day as we all know. I 
want to love everyone and share with them the love of God, the love that God has shown 
me throughout my life, the love that I know I can share with others even those who have 
differing opinions from my own. Let us get to know each other as disciples of Christ! 

Until the whole world hears, 

Pastor Ali 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under the heavens: a time to be 

born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time 

to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time 

to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep 

and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time 

to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to 

gather them, a time to embrace and a time to 

refrain from embracing, a time to search and a 

time to give up, a time to keep and a time to 

throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to 

love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.” Ecc 3:1-8 
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Annual Church Picnic 
The Church Picnic will be held on 
Friday, August 14 at the home of Jane 
Pogue (671 Kimlyn Avenue, North 
Huntingdon, PA). 

It is always a good time, with lots of 
food and fellowship. There is plenty of 
space, both indoors and outdoors, rain 
or shine. Jane’s hot tub will be ready, as 
well as corn hole, Jenga, and other 
entertainment. 

A sign-up sheet is in the vestibule. So, 
remember to sign up and let Jane—and 
the other attendees—know what 
covered dish you plan to bring. For 
those of you on ZOOM, contact Jane or 
the church office directly. And, if you 
forget to sign up…come anyway. 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

Food Drive 
Thank you to everyone that supported 
our July food drive. We collected and 
delivered 29 rolls of paper towels to the 
Trafford/Level Green Christian Food 
Bank. Thank you for your faithful 
support of this community program. 

Meet Pastor Ali 
The OnBoarding Meeting facilitated by 
Pastor Anais Hussain was held on July 
19 at Manor First. About 20 people 
attended from the two churches. After a 
terrific potluck meal, everyone had the 
chance to pose questions to Pastor Ali: 
What do we want to know about her?  
What do we want from our pastor? 
What are we willing to offer back as her 
congregation? Pastor Ali then had the 
opportunity to respond and, if needed, 
seek clarification to questions. 

Up next up are the Listening Tours that 
will be taking place. These sessions will 
be Pastor Ali’s chance to get to know us. 
A letter about the listening tours has 

been distributed. 
Additional copies of the 
letter are available in the 
vestibule. We will be 
scheduling sessions over 
the next few months. 
They can be held in a 
home, restaurant, or 
other place where we 
can relax and share. 
Groups will be small, 
about 5-7 people per 
group. Please plan on 
attending. Dates, times, 
and locations will be 
announced. 

 

Trinity Happenings 



 

3 

 

Volunteer Sign-in 
QR codes are in place on the inside of 
the Trinity House screen door and on 
the outside of the Trinity House 
basement door. Please use these codes 
to sign in and out when you are working 
outside of the building (gardening, lawn 
care, etc.). 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Pastor Ali will be blessing backpacks 
during a worship service one Sunday in 
August. Students, young and old, get 
those school supplies ready! We will 
announce the date during the worship 
service. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Leadership Conference for 

Women Clergy & Laity 
September 28-29, 2026 

Jumonville Camp & Retreat Center 
Women leaders, laity and clergy, are 
invited to this leadership conference 
that aims to bring women together to 
affirm their call, build grace-filled 
relationships and mutual support, and 
equip hearts, minds, and hands to take 
the next faithful step in their mission 
and ministry. 

If interested, see Pastor Ali or Linda for 
more details. 

 

Rural Life Sunday 
The purpose of this conference-wide 
special Sunday is to celebrate the rural 
heritage of the UMC and to recognize 
that there is an interconnectedness 
between rural areas, small towns, and 
urban locales. Your gifts to this special 
offering support nurture, witness, and 
outreach programs in small towns and 
rural areas. Prayerfully consider giving 
on any Sunday this month. 

Registration filling up for 

WPA's 2027 Civil Rights 

Journey Bus Tour 

There are just a few seats left on the 
WPA Civil Rights Journey 
bus! Experience the history and 
ongoing impact of the Civil Rights 
Movement on this life-changing, 
seven-day bus tour experience. Re-
engage with history through 
presentations by Freedom 
Singer Rutha Harris, authors Anthony 
Ray Hinton, Carolyn McKinstry, 
and Lisa McNair, plus visits to 
the Albany Civil Rights Institute, Holt 
Street and Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Churches, the Equal Justice Initiative 
Legacy Sites, and more. 

If interested, please see Pastor Ali or 
Linda for info. 

https://wpa-email.brtapp.com/!Ahtp5TZLEfbEL+zOoLl+wk8qs4imbvrPUE5mYW7IPqYXpJeoqZpa75Q17bQa92iN0
https://wpa-email.brtapp.com/!Ahtp5TZLEfbEL+zOoLl+wk8qs4imbvrPUE5mYW7IPqYXpJeoqZpa75Q17bQa92iN0
https://wpa-email.brtapp.com/!Ahtp5TZLEfbEL+zOoLl+wk8qs4imbvrPUE5mYW7IPqYXpJeoqZpa75Q17bQa92iN0
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Please keep Trinity family, friends and 
neighbors in your prayers. To share a 
prayer concern, call Beverly Piper  
(412) 607-1759. 

Pray for 
Roger and Jane Beaulieu (Manor First) 
Lou Booher 
Mary Ann Casper 
Sandy Chiappetta 
John Graw 
Diane Haney 
Matt Lovre 
Dale McCune Garlan’s father) 
Nick Mallik 
Olga, Volodymer, and Maryna 

Medunytsia 
Jane Pogue 
Les and Donna Race 
Marlene VanRyn 
Billy (Colleen DiVito’s cousin) 
Michele (April Beam’s friend) 
Our troops 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also take a moment and give thanks for 
friends and church family who 
celebrate birthdays and anniversaries 
this month. 

Birthdays  
4 Larry Mallik 
5 Jen McCune, Julie Sippel-Silowash 
8 Jace Beam 
10  Angel Spell 
12 Lynn Chiappetta, Rob Hainsey 
13 Mary Henry  
14 Carol Piper 
15 Bill Vowler, Damian Kitchen 
16 Cindy Graw 
21 April Beam, Joanne Ondulich 
22 Beverly Piper 
23 Graham Ruccio 
24 Dan Musser 
26 Mike Kitchen 
28 John Musser, Rebecca Hughes 
31 Alvin Lafferty 

Anniversaries  
6 Caleb and Corrie Baker 
7 Nate and Stacey Ruccio 
12 Bob and Mary Ann Casper 
22 Larry and Becky Mallik 

 
 

 

Joys & Concerns 

August 
Altar Flowers 
2 Jacob Dale 
9 open 
16 Kevin and Beverly Beam 
23 Yocum Family 
30 Larry and Becky Mallik 

Reminder! 
The cost of altar flowers is $40 for the set of vases ($20 per vase). Please pay for 
altar flowers on or before your reserved date. Be sure to indicate on your envelope 
that the funds are for altar flowers. 
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Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

11:15 a.m. Worship 

 

 

 

 

  6 p.m. 
Women of 
the Third 
Morning 

  

 

 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

10 a.m. SS Sunday School 

11:15 a.m. Worship/ 
Communion 

Rural Life Sunday 
(offering) 

 

7:15 p.m. 
Listening 
Tour/ 
Trustee 
Meeting 

 

 

 

    

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

11:15 a.m. Worship  

 

 

 

 

 7:30 p.m. 
Ad-Council 
Meeting 

6 p.m. 
Women of 
the Third 
Morning 

   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

10 a.m. SS Sunday School 

11:15 a.m. Worship 

 

 

 Tempo 
Deadline  

 

    

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

11:15 a.m. Worship 

3 p.m. District Conference 

 

 

 

 

  6 p.m. 
Women of 
the Third 
Morning 

7:15 p.m. 
Choir 

  

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

10 a.m. SS Sunday School 

11:15 a.m. Worship 

 

 

 

   7:15 p.m. 
Choir 
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«nameline» 

«address» 

«address2» 

«city» «state» «zip» 

Articles and 
information for 
the September 
issue of the 
newsletter are 
due in the 
church office  
by Tuesday,  
August 18, 2026. 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
407 Duquesne Avenue • Trafford PA 15085 
tumctrafford.org 

Alison Berkey, pastor 
(814) 241-2269 
Alison.Berkey@wpaumc.org 
pastor@tumctrafford.org 

Church office 
(412) 373-0835 opt 2 
office@tumctrafford.org 

Sunday School: 10 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service: 11:15 a.m. 
 

 

District Conference 
District Conference will be held on 
Sunday, August 23 at 3 p.m. at 
Community UMC, Route 130, Irwin. All 
church members are welcome to attend. 
Those recommended to attend are Lay 
Leaders, Ad-Council Chairs, Trustee 
Chairs, Lay Members of Annual 
Conference, and Pastors. 

Charge Conference 
Charge Conference for Trafford Trinity 
and Manor First will be held at Manor 
First on Wednesday, November 11 at 
7:30 p.m. Leaders, mark your calendars 
and plan to attend.  

 


